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For the hem-lit or Despatch read«·« and

the general public, the »'litor of this

paper recently naked a auaaber nr promi¬
nent membera of the bar their opinion
"u.« to the foundation tor tha «rMeapreed
belief thnt there I« great tardiness (in
Virginia) in enforcing the law agntnst
criminal«, and that th·· anda of Juattca
ar.· «.rien defented by coeeletlon» which
an- ». rem t by «ppallete oonrta upon
trivial technicalities." AIM, It. In their

opinion, 'legislation on thi« «object is

ine. «sary, M I If BO, what?"
in tengono« to thia Inquiry th« foUowtng

expression« eie printed, and in a futur«
heme of the Dhapatch other« (which reach¬

ed us later than these» will appear.
The Information given In the·« letter«

and Interviews Is valuable, and must com¬

mand pubii·· attention. Undoubted weak¬
nesses In mir «yet« in i»f criminal laws are

petnted out, and auggastlona «re made
which, If adopted by the Qeneml Aewtn·
lily, will go fer towerda curing tha evils

complain» of,

R. G· H. KEAN, ESQ.

The fetich «Ts llitw Made of Our .»uric«.

|il*Pald Jngges, Ble.
To the IMiti r of th·· Dispatch:
lUaapondlng to your Inquiry, I submit

the fojlowlng auggi atlona:
There Is no room G·? dOUbt as to the

fact thai the admtntatretion ol criminal
justice in Virginia is deplombly lax «nd
lniftioiciit. And whii.· to a moderet« <i

mlKht ehnoel say « «light) extent thia is

due to the technical precisene«« required
by the appellate courte In proceeding« at
the suit of the Commonwealth, ihe main

Bouree of th·· mischief, in my bumble
opinion, is neither In the laws for the
punishment Of ( rim··, nor In tho ruling«
of the appella!«· courts.
The causes which conspir« to mnka our

criminal Justice dilatory end uncertain

are numerous. Among them I note the
following as the most Importent:

1. The facility with which continuances
ar.> obtained it often happens that a.

llaemtit offender, alter befog Indicted,
BBaaogOS to seeuiQ several continuances,
'??·· effect Of this almost ulways Is that
the indignati >n which righteously nerve«

the public sense to inflict punishment
cools down, and a certain facility of tem¬
per, characteristic of our people, >:lws
rise to a more or less active sympathy
for him, which leeda the Jury which
finally tries the case to acquit on proofs
which öt an earlier date would have suf¬
ficed to cuuse a conviction,

DUB COURTS,
2. The courts which usually try felonies,

under our present system, are for the
most part presided over by men generally
worthy In character, and fairly equal to
the satisfactory discharge of ordinary
cniiity business, but notoriously unequal
to copo with the array of legal talent
and skill representing th« defence In im»
l»ortant criminal cases. What else can be
expected when the disastrous parsimony
of our people pays the county Judges in
annual salary ranging from gWO in the
small counties to $*W In the larger ones,
and to circuit Judges only H.tìOO? in those
countries where criminal Justice Is swift,
sun· and Just (as in Kngland and New
Ji-rsey), the Judge« are the most able and
learned men In the profesalon, and are

paid accordingly. The Judge is the supe¬
rior of the bar, not Its conscious Inferior.

.i. By our law the Commonwealth has
no appeal, heuce the tendency In courts
distrustful of their own attainments 1«
to rule favorably to the accused. Such
mistakes are never exposed or corrected;
only those made against the prisoner
ever comet before an appellate court.

JTJDOSS WHO SUM UP.
4. In Virginia the Judges have never

beim allowed to "sum up." Perhaps, with
a bench hardly paid aa well aa fourth-rate
clerks In a counting house, it is as well
that they should not. Hut If our peopie
could once I»«.· educated to understand
that niggardliness in judicial salaries can
command only a low-grade of competency
(the most costly serví«·«} possible), aud be
broiiRht to pay salaries which could com¬
mand the tirsi-rate m«-ii for the bench,
the Judges ought to be allowed to "sum
up." so as to guide the Juries? to the true
points on which the question "guilty" or
"not guilty" ought to turn. AVe have
made a sort of fetich of the independence
Beetty the irresponsibility» of Juries. It
Is a disagreeable thing to condemn a fel¬
low-man to death or other heavy punish¬
ment, a thing from which th« unguided
«nd Irresponsible Juror shrinks. If an
able and Impartial Judge "sums up," every
intelligent Juror and bystander will see the
point on which the verdict must depend
ao clearly that there would be little rocvn
for paltering with duty.

LBMsSNCf Oi .TUftOaM.
6. But. In my opinion, the most flagrant

defect In our administration of criminal
Justice lies in a vitiated sentiment per¬
vading the public and leading Juror« to
acquit when they ought to convict. The
Juries sre chosen In as impartial a manner
as It is poesible to devise, yet It la a fact
familiar to every close observer of the
doings of our courts that, measurably,
the very same men who will black their
faces and Join In a mob-murder of an
accused person on the pretext that the
law will allow him to escape.will often
acquit him. as Jurors, In tbe face of con¬
vincing evidence, strenge, indeed. It la,
but true that many persons in mere wlli-
fuln««*« snd passion »-111 commit this most
deadly offence against society on the very
culprit they will turn loose by their ver¬
dict when the fact of his guilt has been
fairly proved. Oreat clamor is raised
by Ignorant or unreflecting persons «bout
tbe escape from Justice of a very few
oBetadsrs by technical rulings of the ap¬
pellate courte, For every one who thus
gee« «nwhlpped of Justice there «re at
least a score, probably several ecore,
who «soap«, first, by Ut« errors of the
trial couru in the prisoner's favor, and
second, by the failure of the Juries to do
their doty. These 1 consider the moat
potential enee·· which have green rise
to the Just bat undlacrlmtnauag feeling
In th« public naiad thnt our criminal Jus¬
tice le e haiga». If I em oorrcct In thia
th« mischiar k* beyond the raaoh of direct
lasealnfhan, Iradhreotiy, much might be
dene, If em wontd gey enough to gat th«
>i* ion«»»id gtee es the bench and grve
the« the ri««·* te «'eoa. eg,- m ne long
Ore* eeJSao apanine weeds be oaueated

Into « reverential reirpect for the law aa
«dmlnleter··.!. which would lead to con¬
viction* when they are proper. You see
:hat, In my opinion, the "trivial teehnl-
.slltles" of appellate court« are the less!
i»«rt of the mtecMcf. All law worthy of
the name mu«t M vi lermlnl have It»
technique, and, therefor», techntc aim··«
may be essential to the protection of
liiert y and life. Really trivial one« ought
to be dl«regarded whenever the roOOfS
»»how« that the accused has had a full and
.'.tir trial on tbe merits.

BSVSOISal PROPOSBD,
I think that, without Infringing any

eon«!ltu«ional provision, section ¥*A. of
'.he Code, might be amended and re-en-

M t···! a« follows:
Make twp clause« of It, of which the

lust shall he the «ectlon as It stands, and
the «econd to this off« it :

"Hecond. When It'«hall apt«ar from the
rer-ord that the acru«e«t ha« had a full
«nd fair trial on Ih»· m rit«, no derect In
.lie Indictment or In nny of th«· ptOOOl i-

Inga anteceilent to the swearing of the
jury «hall be regard· ? as reversible error,

itnless the «am« !.·¦ so essential that Jtidg-
ni.tit according to the very right of the
cause cannot be given."
Hd statute ou«ht to stand In the way

of a new trial-first, when the proceeding«
have ticen so erroneous that Judgment,
according to the right nf the cause, can¬

ina he given; second, when Improper » vi-

,1, nee ha« hern admitted prejudicial t.»
the accu««··!; third, when the trial court

ha« Instructed the Jury erroneously
a*aln«t the prisoner. Be There are other
Incidents which may necessitate a SEW
trial, as separat Ion «if «h** Jury, proceed¬
ing« in the «beane« of tha noi-ijs«-d. Be*
which I do net see any mode of safely
Interfering with, nor would It b·· safe to

give th»· state the right of appesi It
would tend Btrongty to oppreealon
While such, or a mor·· comprehensive,

statute .if ..-ofall« miKht he useful, non«·.

In my opinion, can be enacted which will
»lo mure than »cratch the surfait» of the
mischief.
To roach. Its core, we must have a Pier

courts, and give them the ri<?ht to "sum

up." This Is done in the r'ederal court«
and In ».th· r State-, and th" liberties of
the people have not «offered· only those
of miscreants, which it is th- very end of

public Justice to cui tall.
It. <} II. KHAN.

Lynchburg, October IN, 1*«.

WILLIAM M. FLANAGAN, ESQ.

Tbe Law'· Dotnya teraua Manieron*

Mob«.( rltlc» CtitlelaaS.
Mr. William M. Flanagan, of Powhe-

tan, has been the Oemmonweettb'a ati<>r-

.y nf that county for fourteen years.

? Despatch reporter mei bue >¦

aii'l, In view of his experience, ask···! his

opinion of th·· foundation for th« belief
that there is greet t.»i linn« in enforcing
our criminal laws.
Mr. Flanagan replied, m «batanee:

.? don't know that my Opinion is w.irth

recording, but en extensive experience
with criminal prosecutlona has t.

tated ..? my part a vigorous study it our
sv.-i· m of criminal procedure. I have

SOUght and lead all nf th- recent crltl-
«isnis nf th·· j.ress mi this lin·· that are

my t. «ou (prompti I, aa ? pnteume,
by ?·-"nt lynchlngs). smong ih.· resi th«
aitici·· ,,f Dr. .?. .? Lnfferty in the Rich-
mond Cbristian Advocate. Tallin« it as

a samp!··, 1 give It as my humble Opinion
thnt the complaint is unfounded and 111·
«dvta» i.

JESSE MITCHELL.
.Dr. Lnfferty refer« tn tb« Jenae Mitchell

case recently decided by th·- Supreme
Court "f Appeals, «nd, «rhOe thnl curt.

. ?· ? defence at my benda, lb« Doctor
ommltted a serious Münder, «a ?

humbly conceive, in that he assalta the
judgment of thai court and, in doing s·.,

unfortunately garbles th·· «tetemeni of
th·· ease.

it is true that then th·· court sustained
an exception to tin sheriff's return, as be
says, upon a ground that ho deems tecb>
ideal, hut in his criticism of the case the
Doctor fails to «tate th·» important fot
that then was nothing in it to show that.
the priaoni r bed demanded to be tried in
ti,·- Circuit Court an·! th·- eeaential of
jurisdiction or power t" try was ther··-
for« wanting in the Circuii Court No
thinking man would compiala or thai

ruling, Jurisdiction is a fundamental re¬
quirement, and without it th.· enee is as

though a prívete <·???/.··? peaaid sentence.
"There are many impetuous critics who

? ? to forget that tbe forms and pro¬
ceeding« prescribed for a criminal trial
;.i·· Inten led to accomplish, among others,
two purposes: First, a fair and Impattili
trial to the worst crimináis; and second,
1·» guárante·· tn·· surest protection I" th·'

Innocent, if charged with crime. A sys¬
tem that denl l elthei «rouVd be worse

than vicious, and, in my Judgment, the
«afenuarda that have been thrown around
a criminel trial are su'Ucli ntly limited,
and there Is not one of them that should
be removed.

CRITICS' COMPLAINTS.
"fine fact Is noticeable as to thee« com·

plainte. They ar.· g«nor«lly based upon
deluya nf convictions, and the critics are

quiet when an innocent man, after a long
an·! tedious wrnngl« with the I'ommon-
wealth, is finally diecharged. ? bed a cess
of the latter sort, .My client was twice
convicted. Twenty-four men had solemnly
pronounced him guilty, lie «ma sentenced
to te hung. Three Judge« «greed With
theso jurors. ? third Jury acquitted him
In ten minutes after the case was sub¬
mitted to them. The Judge who last tried
him declares him an Innocent man, as I
believe he was. A demand for «peody
execution would have been natural at the
end of the si-cond trial there, and If the
precautions and remedies which the law

preOCribe« could have !>«'cn set aside he.
would have suffered at once. These avail¬
ed him, and he is living to-day, as he
should be. This Is hardship of a different
kind, but still a hardship.

T1II0 AMELIA CABS,
"The fact that a negro was twice con¬

victed in Amelia and was not hung until
a gang of murderers did It, and that an¬

other was hung and burned up at Itoanoke,
nnd the Investigation which the law has
Justly guaranteed prevented. Is no ground
for change or revolution in our criminal
court procedure and practice. Observa¬
tion has taught me that it is time enough
to demand punishment when It is me'.ed
out by the law nnd according to law.
We are not to amend Just laws simply
because bloodthirsty mobs become im¬
patient and over-ride the law.
"The change that I would suggest Is

more rigid laws against mob violence, and
a manly and fearle·«« execution of «neh
laws, thereby enforcing unqualified obedi¬
ence to and teaching respect for the law.

MOB LAW.
"Many comments upon the mobs that

refuse to submit to what is called the
'laws' delays,' and that disregard lawful
results of legal trials are doubtless made
tn good faith a^d for the laudable pur¬
pose of condemnation. Sifted down and
read between the lines many of them are

nothing more nor less than pica« of Justi¬
fication. Theso are truly 'hot-beds' of
riots. Such writings are Intended more to
defend lawlessness and excuse violence
than to reform or Improve the laws. I0q
long as the laws are admlnlslered by
human Instrumentalities Innocent men
will be sometimes punished and the guilty
will sometimes go free.
"That there are defects in the laws of

greater or less magnitude, all admit. So
With all human institutions. They will
never be perfect, nor are they radically
wrong Let them remain substantially as
they are. Enforce them rigidly and you
meet every present necessity."

HON. R. T. BARTON.
He Quotes HI« Addreit Before the Vir¬

gin!» Bar Association.
WINCHESTER, VA.. October IS, 1893.

To the Editor of the Dispatch:
You ask me for my "opinion as to the

foundation for the wide-spread belief that
there is great tardiness m enforcing the
law against criminal«, and that the ends of
Justice are often defeated by appellate
courts upon trivial technicalities." I do
not think I can give you my views on
thia subject better than by quoting from
the address delivered by me as president
of tho Virginia State Bar Association at
ita lost annual meeting held at the Whit.·
Sulphur Springs In AugusL 1«*3. the subject
being "The Punishment of Crime." The
quotation ts a« follows:
"Speaking of the changes In criminal

procedure about the time of William and
Mary, Pike, the author of the "History of
Crime In England," says: 'The old at¬
tempts to crush a prisoner by invectives
from the bench, to Interpret everything
to his disadvantage, and to deprive him
as far as possible of a hearing, are suc¬
ceeded by a protection Invariably accorded
to him by an anxiety to ascertain every¬
thing In his favor, snd even by a wish to
find a doubt of which he may have the
benefit.' England has reacted sensibly
from this reaction, but have not we In
America carried the original reaction
much toe far? Dos« not our system suf¬
fer inordinate delay« to occur and obsta¬
cle« to trial« to be Interposed, so that as
we «ay, men'· passions may cool, but
realty causing tbe Juat «pint of puMlc in¬
dignation to be worn out and to faint,
end with the reauH tn favor of crime and
against the common weal?

INCUBASE IN MVRBBR&
IS s charge te the United State« grand

Jury by Judge Isaac C. Parher not long
Bin««« at Fort Smith. Ark., he announce·!
that the Btatlatlcs showed an Increase In
discovered murders of from I.M· m 18» to

S,7!)l In IMC. snd that the whole number
during those four years smounted to S).-
S57. and that for th* three ye-»re of IK»».
1191. rind 1«K, the number of murders dl·-
coktihI was 1ß.?ß7. For this last number
of murders «90 persons were executed and
15.S07 escape«!, but of the MO ex«?cut«rd only
SB were executed under procesa of law,
while the remaning IKS were lynched.
The statistician of the Chicago Tribune
states that In the t"*n years ending De-
cemt>er 21, 1891, there were MS legal execu¬

tions and ?? lynchlngs In the Northern
States. a«1 713* legal executions and 1.150
lynchlngs In the Southern States. These
statements can at beet be but approxima¬
tions, and they Include none of the at·
I tempts at .murder, and none of thoae for
which grand Juri«*a from one reason and
another have found no Indictments. · · ·

Hut It Is a most startling fact that less
than 2 p·?«* cent, oí the murderers during
theSC three years were executed by pr ,-

cess of law. while new crimes ha«l to be

commuted In order to bring nearly I per
Of the murderers to the punishment

they deserved. Kqually a« startling Is tin-

fact that only about i per cent, of the

discovered murderers are executed at all.

I.YNVHINOS IN THE SOUTH.
"Another startling fact which comes

home most forcibly to us, is found In

the large disproportion of lynchlngs at-

tribute.l to the wuthern Sutes. There
Is in the forc«?d co-dwelling of the two

. ta· «s lu the South, and In the «trained
relations which result therefrom; In the

differences of temperament-the tempta-
tlon ami the horrible crime, the very

eoneetOW· possibility of which puts t-.i u

to flight and scatters self-control to the

winde ? J'ist reason for thla great dlffer-
enee ns the laws are and as they are

administered. To those who lgnornntly
? ul against us. all this Is un unrealizable
theory, while to us It Is a horrible con¬

dition. Hut Justify ourselves as we may,

alter nil, lynching is murd.-r in rXCBC

(tegree, and «-v.-tv lacerated hnrtaw-re
of it in any community Is a lap.-e» to that
extent Into barbarism. It must be

«topped at all hazards, if we will pi.s.r·.-
Ike r.-lKti of law In this country. 1 do not

believe It can be stopi»· 1 by the strong

arm." f«»r the Irreslstabl·· Impulses Which
move men. often good num. to such a

Head, would brenk the 'strong arm.' Be,
however, who thinks that nothing can

be done by the law has BO c<«n!ld."ie··

In the existence of an enlightened and
londennvogued publie o pinion, »and has
lost faith in the power of th· peO»ple 10
rul·· themselves. I have an abiding confi«
i.iice in the ultimate conservatism and
l.iw-ahl ling spirir Of the American people,
and all they need ere guanee to fetal and

lead the way. An able speaker, and wlae
man, a year ago In »n addreea to thla
asa »elation, pointed out th·· reason« for

it,··? irai fatture« of luetice. He
found them in inordinate delaya BOI
¦entlal to JJuetlce; in continuances on In-
suffi, i« m eit-niaes; frequently in dl
hunts and in «Ughi end Inefficient ver¬

dicts caused by personal mawkish arati·
ment; and t.. th. s.· ? add ?« w tríala too
llghtiv grunted; rev >rnala on technical and
«train«! ground* and in the too often
unrestratn«*d "r counsel.

Till: FREE WRIT OF ERROR
"Vow. let me n«ld one more to tho« Hat,

which ? deem a moel Importanl addition.
I mean Ihe substantlallv free right "G
writ of err..r to th- c. nvl«-t-l and Its

absolute dental to the people. What often
mi- «· institution p min s the

concurrence of at lena! three of the m«-m-

bera of our htgheel court to declare in

act of th«· fjeneral AeaeraMy unconstitu¬
tional, and yet la favor ef the accused,
the best «nrundeied a<-t of the ?.pie's
representative« may be wholly ennulled
by the lini of one county «,r eorporntlon

m·] the people have ahrrolutely no

Bppenl. This is g travi sty ??|···? ti
tlon "f the Constitution and ¦ favor t., the
criminal classes which Is denied ti th·»

·· mmuntty, to the law-abiding, and the
Innocent

PETTED criminals.
"Instead of punishing our criminals, wo

often pet and cajole them, if wc buns
th· in we rriak·· h'-ries of them and waft
them to Heaven with the tear and tri¬
umph of the martyr. w·* let foolish
women visit them In prison and w«"'p
over them and garland them with Bowers;
and sentimental men crowd the lobbies
of the Governor to pray bis pardon for
the guilty. If there b<- .1 shade less in his
guilt than was tru·* ef som«· atro. lo.is

predaceaaor. Tims we turn the Mad« of
th·· law when It Is drawn for punishment,
and the salutary Work of the prCOiCUtor
?,?.-s for nothing. It Is In our power ro

furnish a remedy for all of this. Html· li¬
ment for crime should not be too st-v-r·-,
bul It sho'ild b.· swift, certain, lnexorabl·*.
und unrelenting, ami for certain offenes
the time which shall «laps·· between the
commission of tr··· offene» and its » xpla-
tlon on the scaffold should he so short
that th«· lyncher will find his occupa¬
tion gone, and all m«n will la irn to look
always r> th·· law ns the sure and fust
punlsher of th·· guilty, as they should
ever find it in the certain protector of
tbe Innocent." · · · · ·

AS TO LWHSLATInN.
Further than what la Intimated In the

extract thus furnished to you I cannot
Just now answer your enquiry «»*< tn
wh.tb.r "In {TOUT <?? opinion leghUatlon
on this subject Is necessary, an«l If so,
what," for 1 hav·· not given the subject
that consideration In detail that would
. nabi· m,· to expnaa a ivell-formed opin¬
ion upon It.
Very truly yours, «Ve.,

?. T. BARTON.

GENERAL GEORGE J. HUNDLEY-

Over-Ten.I.rii. M for the Soppoted flight«
of Criminal».

AMELIA r. li., va.. October is, i»?i.
To the Editor of the Itispat, h;

I have no doubt that our criminal laws
an· defective. They countenance delay, and
nfford far too much room for raising
quibbles and technical points by astute
lawyers, by which the course of Just I···»
Is seriously Impeded Many of ih«--;,. ,|.·.
f.iis um., down to us by Inheritance
from the common law of our Kurdish
ancestors, nn«l many more nrlse from the
cumbrous frame-work of our own sta¬
tutes. There is a sad lack of eoearaon
s-ii··- In the system, and an overstrain··.!
tenderness for the supposed rights of
criminals.

TECIINICALlTIKS.
Undoubtedly the ends of Justice are

often defeated by appellate courts upon
trivial technicalities. This last may be
remedial by carefully selecting the ma¬
terial of which Judges an» made. They
should be men of strong Intellect, too
powerful to be warped or dwarfed by
the narrow channel of prof«>sstonal life,
of wide and accurate learning, of un¬
swerving firmness, self-reliance, and in-
depemlence of charade*·; men on occa¬
sion able to shake off technical trammels,
to discriminate the vital and Important
from the trivial and Immaterial, to st«»er
the craft of justice out of the reeds and
bull-rushes of technicality Into the wide
tea of principle, which, though bromi,
nevertheless "hath Its bound»." Our
Judges should bo payed enough to place
them above want or even anxiety for
the future, and should h«'.ld their positions
during life or good behavior. The tempta¬
tion to seek favor of the influential few
amongst lawyers and politicians and
l»opularlty with the masses, Ls fatal to the
prompt and independent admlnletratlon of
justice, and should be removed aa far
as possible from the Judge. No candid
man can deny fhat we have suffered
greatly by reason of our departure from,
the ancient order In these respects, or
doubt the superiority of the present Fede¬
ral system over ours.

LYNCH LAW.
I yield to none in my admiration and

love for the law as a system and a
science, but I must admit that there Is
great reason for the prevailing distrust
of Ite inetho.lt and the Idea that it
doee not afford adequate protection to the
right of person and property. As a conse¬
quence, our laws are falling Into con¬
tempt, and the people are more and
more Inclined to take the execution of
Justice In their own rude and unsanet!-
fied hands. It Is worse than Idle to de¬
nounce the violators of law In this form
as murderers and outlaws. Compara«
tlv«*!y few persons engage In "lynching."
but let an attempt be made to enforce
against them the penalties of violated
law, especially where rape gave the occa¬
sion, and It will at once be aeen that
they are shielded by the majestic shadow
of public «entimrat from punishment Not
that they are Justified tn the eyee of the
orderly, quiet, nnd self-contained portion
of any' community, but that all men feel
the absolute necessity for the prompt
suppression of this «peebss of crime, and
all men aee that the ordinary machinery
provld«**d for that purpose Is sadly de¬
fective. ,

DEMURRERS.
Time and space do not allow me to go

Into particular-a, but an examination of
the reported caaes will bear me out In
the asaartim that by far the larger num-
ber of new trial« granted ere for mere
technical errera, whloh, to the ordinary
mind at least, appear trivia·.
The law aitava motto-ae to quash to

be mad« aad Osman ? u ? a entered without
the aaalgrnment of any rsaaon * whatever
That ta. when « lawyer atmpty aura, "I
move to queen, ei-i ?µ?ßßa* rrl iati·

bis «-»at. The trial Judge must either go
on an extended and tedious hunt for
errors, or overrule the motion or de¬
murrer without Investigation. When over¬

rule«!, the lawyer simply takes his ex¬

ception, and the ease goes up on appeal.
Then, for the first time, it is disceverasi
that some oftVer has failed to give htm-
aetf the proper oftlclal designation In
some paper, or has committed some

other trilling error, which might be
corrected under the Mtipervlslon of the
Court without the «lightest wrong being
done the prisoner, but the verdict of the
Jurv I« set aside, and the case goes beck,
perhnp« to have a similar solenn farce
enacted. And to this there Is no limit
fixed by law.
rSW CASSI REVERSED ON EVI-

DSKCS
It I« astonishing to s·.^ how seldom a

case Is reversed on the evidence, showing
conclusively that m-ti »re seldom con¬

victed aaBXdnal · vldenee. In Cases which
do not affect th« well b-lng of society
these things are tolerated, but when
they drj, people lose patience.lose faith
In legal methods-- and naturally revert to
the rude and primitive mode of adminis¬
tering Justice. This is deplorable.It Is
alarming. It give« us a gllmps«· Into
an abyss as startling as that revealed
fey the lightning's flash iCfOSa th·· bosom
of an approaching tornado. In this |ev
of Intense activity of all the forces of
evil, when We are calle·! upon to ??· lele»

all our beliefs and all our Institution«
against the fiercest assaults of the ene¬

mies of all that Is mnblMhad, and the
advocate* of disruption and anarchy. It
babooree us to ..arch out and strength»·:»,
all weak |>olnt* In our defences. A few
worda now a« to the remedy. Our sys¬
tem of criminal law should be thoroughly
revised and the practice regulated.
Counsel ahOUld be rehuir··»! always to give
r-asons for objections raised In the trial
court or h·· deh.wted from relying on

them In the appellate court.

¦SSOSI "K INAWSSTSMCS
I »h-rks and sheriff« should always be
allowed to correct, und.r the supervision
of the court, errors of Inadvertence, when
it appears that the prisoner can suffer
no wrong thereby, nnd no n< w trial
should ?··· allowed, < snap! for cause go¬

ing to th·· merits of the case. The county
«.ourts. which sit Otto« a month, should

exctuaatve orixtnal Jurisdiction of all
crimes, nnd appetti« allow«"l direct.y to
the Supreme Court.

I «roedd «Ugge«! also that rape case»

be given precedei.»ver ail others, both
in the trial courts and tn the Supreme
Court, and as far as possible the un¬

fortunate victims of this odious crime
should be abieldad from th·· vulgar.

j staring, prying gum of th·· neon! court-
r iw ?.

This might h,· don.· In a measure by
excluding from tb« court-room, whilst
sii·· l, testifying, all except taaOM WbOM
dutk-s require their presene« there. I «ub-
mit tbeee «iewa more as auggeetlona,
which may help to «xcite Inquiry into
this important subject, than M matured
recommendatlone, Toute, etc.,

QBOSOB ·)· HUNDLBT.

JACKSON GUY, ESQ.

SpiM'ilj- Tiiula 1er AOanBtttttfl of Women
th«· Chief Thine Beaded.

To the Editor of the Dispatch:
It is my opinion that the rccogniz· 1 iii-

«dequecy of our courta of law to prop¬
erty deal with a party charged with the
commission of rep« |s th·· foundation of
tin- lawlessm ss so prevalent in tn·· conn-
try, I «eparate thnt crime from all other«
by a wide margin, in caste of other
crimes there ma) Justly be complaint as
to Mi·· aufneien· y of oui- courts t·· prop rly
punish criminals, I do not (»Heve they
fulill th·· expectation« nf th.· people in
punishing promptly, surely, and «ufflcient-
ly, But In those caeea I believe a heavy
responsibility rest* upon th.· Judge and
the other oftle.-rs of th·· coulis, and that
a faithful performance nf their duties,
rather than «real change« In th·» law, is
what Is need. ,1. I am not prepared to
«ay, however, thai even bere rev «Ion
«houM not take pine», on·· thing strlk··«
me as stupid in this «g« ,,r ti¡·· newspaper
to «xctttd« from s· mice on the jury any
man who has formed or tipriaaad an
opinion because In· has heard or r··.et
any part of the Menee. That is «Imply
a premium on Ign ·.· ince, end its tendency
is sometime« t>> gees a Jury i»«iow th?
Intellectual rank nf th« accused. And In
this connection. «How me to say that
I think th·· law« exempting from Jury
duty pernotta who Join volunteer militia
companies and such things, ridona be·

1 think the courts are entitled to
hav the very beat of Juries that can
l·· gotten, especially in criminal ceee«,

THB BRjOylO'S CRIME.
In th·· cas« specifically mentioned le¬

rne, th.· situation may be assumed to be
this: Tb« clini·- of the rape of a white
girl by negro men is of frequent oc-
currenca where « negro population
al·'.unis, and that Is In the southern
Siate». lr la avenged In almost every In¬
stan·-· where th« perpetrator is appre¬
hended by the friend« of tha victim and
by a procese known as lynching. Public-
lata abroad, whatever those in our midst
may opine, condemn tho method aa ber·
burnus; and. in enndor, w·· must admit
thnt one «action is made to suffer at th«
ber of the eniight.ti.d pabilo «»pinion of
the worM. I- there no cure, no relief?
My rjoetulete i; that ourayatemof hdt«

cetnre la entirely baavAeojunta to meet the
demand« of the cene it is % misfit. The
mnchlnery is cumbrone. When it moves
it runs too slow, if a lyncher were put
on hia %oir illr··, his answer would 1<:
"I mus' punish tho scoundrel bCCtteM
society, much more my family, would rot
be safo in future. I can't rely on the
coarta beeauao ->f the delay in bringing
the petty to trial; the cruel txt>osuro o*
my protege in being wmpelied to n.»v-
mte m Ih« pn lance of a mixed, curiotiatj
and crowded «aaambly th.· revolting tir-
eumetnno·« of the crime, and lastly, be·
cenna »if the uncertainty th·n that he will
bo puntaba 1."
Admit the crime, and nobody will die·

put·! the justness of administering capi¬
tal punishment. It Is severe, but It is
proper. Cna a plan bo dovlsad which
will satisfy thrs sentiment as Ottered
iilnive'.' Ye«, if our society Is not uneu-

llghtcned, but only sluggish. Then,
MV PLAN.

The crime |«« committed. Let It be eovn-

Iietent to arrest the suspect without war¬
rant. Let the victim or her protector
lodge complaint with the County Judge,
Clerk, or Sheriff, according to convenience.
Let It be the duty of that functionary
to have a July of trier« summon»sl nt
once, the Judge of the court Inform id,
the iharge drawn up by the attorney for
the Commonwealth, either at the court¬
house, or the home «if the victim, .the
Judge to open his court forthwith, and to
remain In continuous session (taking only
reasonable recess) until the prisoner ts
tried, and, at the trial during the giving
In of the testimony by the victim, 1ft
th·· gasami public lie excluded. If the
prisoner is found guilty, let nim bo forth¬
with executed, or conveyed to the peni¬
tentiary, should that be the sentence; or,
if acqultt.-d, let him be discharged.
This plan will dispense with (1) the

formal complaint on oath before the Issuo
of a warrant to arrest; (2> the issue of
a warrant to arrest, (3) tho previous ex¬
amination before a Justice, (4) a g'.xnd
Jury' and an indictment, to) the keeping
of the prisoner on hand after verdict
of guilty and eentence, and (6> any ;.p-
peal. It will ensure (1) spied, (2) a fuir
trial, because the crime Is to be proven
tn tho satisfaction of the jury of twidve
and of the presiding Judge; (3) as much
tenderness for the feelings of the outnu.e»l
tenderness for the feelings of the outraged
victim as legal methods can afford.

THB CONSTITUTION.
The plan, moreover, Is consistent With

th,· ««institution, which provides:
That ut all capital or criminal prone-

cutions %. man hath a right to demand
the cause and nature of his accusation;
to be confronted with the accusers and
witnesses; to call for evidence In hia favor,
and to a epe.ily trial by an Impaniai
Jury of his vicinage, without whose unii ? l-
moua < on sent he cannot be found guilty;
nor can he be compelled to give evld«.mce
against himself; that no man be deprived
of his liberty except by the law of the
land or the Judgment of his peers."
.And It ts, therefore, entirely within th»
compass of the Legtalature to enact.

If this were done, then mob violence
in every case should be discountenanced,
and the severest punishments and penal¬
ties prescribed to put a atop to It But
in my humble Judgment until that or
some such remedy is provided for the
crime mentioned, lynching alii continue,
and It will continue here and throughout
the South In unabated violence.
Yours truly, JACKSON OUT.

W. R. M 'KEN ? ?Y, ESO-
Appeals from Coaaly to Circuit Oearts,

aud Thette· to the Saprai»· C*art.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:
In reply to your letter, I have to say

that I think one of the most fruitful
sources of "tardiness in enforcing tbe
Iaw «gainst criminal«" in the courte of
the Commonwealth, outside ot th« cttiea.
i« the iaw which give· the right of appeal
from the County Court to the Circuit
court, and from the Circuit Court to tbe
Court of Appeal«; while In the catte« the
right of appeal is from the Corporation
Count to the Court of e »geai« «Urect.
JUtether words, If «, man aaaaiEHa mur-

der, rape, or any other serloua offence
In any city of the State, he Is tried ta
the Corporation Court, and. if convicted,
has the right of appeal only to the Court
of Appeals; while If the same person
should commit a »ike offence »n any
county of the Oomir.onw«*a)th, he would
be tried In the County Court, unless. In

case of a "felony for which he may be

punished with death." he should "demand
to be tried In the Circuit Court of the
county.'' If convicted In the Count/
»Court hs could appeal to the Circuit Cou.-t.
and If the conviction should be sustained

! by the Circuit Court, he woul«! itili havo
another chance in the '«virt of Apireáis.

TIIK AMKL1A «'ASK.
The Amelia case, which has recently

attracted no much attention, well Illus¬
trates the view 1 wish to express, and it
seems to me that, the Legislature ourfht

'either to deprive tin· I'ointy Courts· of
the almost exclusive criminal Jiirlsdletlo.i
which they now enjoy; or It ought

! to make the -lght of appeal from th»
County Court directly to the Court cf
Apr»**nls.
There I« no -»-ood reason why a crimini!

who commits a crime beyond the ltml's
of ? city should be »riven three chain·.-s.
whll«* the perpetrator of a like crime
within a city's limits Is rtftowed but two.
Truly yours, V·' ? ?*KENNET.
Petersburg. Octolxr l«t, IS?-!.

W. O. HAROAWAY, ESQ.
Observation« of an Attorney for the Com*

in««nvvfalih r >,.ie»· r oii'iiiitaii,-,-·. Fir.
ROA NOK 1·:, VA (»(tober ?',

To the Kdltor of the I »spa tch:
Tt is iiBtiueetliHUhli true that the crimi¬

nal laws of Virginia are n«.t « «forced as

G rompt ly as they should be. This «l.-lav
Is attributable to mat,? causes that nr*
rot easily corrected either by legislative
enactment or otherwise. Anyone ft mil¬
lar with our criminal cod·· will r · lilv
admit that, the penalti.·· for all aorta of
«n,·'!·· are govern enough in this stai
an ooutd «bev be bi.Illy enforced th··
people would hav nothing to complain of.
When crime Is committed th·- part·.· a··-
ciisi*d should I»«* tried at th·· enrlleel poe-
Btbla moment. A prompt »rial, however.
Is not always poorribtc, and sometimes It
la not just to the accused that a trial
should !>e h»ul at on····.

DELAY AND ITHLIC EXCITEMENT.
There are times when public excitement

may be such that the accused could not
have a fair and impartial «.rill without

delay, and no just and f<
Judge und· r such circumstances would
hesitate to continue hi· cune. Hut there
n a disposition t«· delay criminal cas·*«
when there Is r« ?· .ty. The «'..nstitu-
tion guaumnt - one accused of
an offence »? speedy trial, but thi« is the
tasi thins: a criminal wants. He a·· w n
aa tils astute lawyer knows thai his tal
tv Ile« In the leer« delay, and evi ry effort
i« mide to s. cure a continuance |f It I«
possible to do ao. This delay, anfortu-
nately for tl»«* proper exermtlon of .??¬

criminal laws. Is to·· often obtain«··! Tn*
generally bring« himself -, ¦·.

the rules, ami our «Judges, I suppose, think
th.re is nothing for them to do but to
grant th·· continúan·'·'. And thla proceed¬
ing is often repeated from term t., term
titilli som«· of the wltneaaea are dead,
K*att< r.-l to tb" f"1"' wind« of H
when the accused aeelng there is fair «all.
im,*, announces himself read»· for trial,
The result Is often an acnultta] or a
rdltrht penalty for a grave off« ? -.

In thla way he end« of Justice are toe
often deft «ted,

CONTINUANCES ".·' CASES.
Our judges nuwht to he loth to grant

continilalii'«-s except for very »'°<"1 causes.
and .-ven then only 1'··!· «UCh a period as

will enable the accused t«> make a proper
defence. But If th·· power to tiran» ron-
tlnonncs, exrent for iron·) cans.·, was

taken sway and rifrklly enforced G fear
th·» occupation of many judicial Othello«
would ?··· gone in my opinion continu¬
ance - of caes «. both civil and
brlnir about more inN'earria
than all nth« r caur* s combined. "?
be icmedled by the Judge« only. When
the accused asks for a continuance be¬
cause of rh·» absein·.· of ;i «ritueaa tbe
Indi.;-, where II la »possible, ought
tor the wltneaa and proceed with the
cas,., if it. is not posatale to get the wlt-
nena at once, the ease ought to be set for
an early *i.»v. not continued until the next

i term of the court unies« absolutely n·

·.·, and the offi« ra of the court
should be compelí..! to have the witness
pre» nr, if possible. .' often,
al«.·, contimi·· Importent cases merer, t.

¦utt the <·???··??.-ii'··· of attorneys. This
Hhould never t··· doc.··. When an offentre

n c immltti d again it the
W« iltl·. the Stab- has a rkht to demand

' that the eliminai should be tried at once.
This doe« not work ß hardship upon the
accused ¡f he la guilty, and ? certainly
ought to be done if we desire to pi
enforce our criminal laws, if innocent,
an accused i·· t - one has nothing t·· tear
from a apeedy trial under our laws ?

legislative enactment requiring fridges to
trv criminal c-i-.-s at the term wl
indlctm· nt Is found, where It Is p«.sslble
to be done, would be b neflclal, and in a
incisili·" correct th·· evil <.r »-ontinuaneee
and In addition «ave the State mudi un¬
necessary exi

MAIL ?.l'"i'i:\ GRANTED.
I think, ais... ball i- too often granted

to criminals. This ought never t.» be done
In Important felony .as.- when the evi¬
dence is plain that the accused Is guilty.
If the a·· usci can ? ri ball and then tt"-ii
term to term ...cur,· aeveral continu

! which too often happens, h«> is subjected
to but little personal ta«conv«Milen<-e, and
when ids trhd does come he often re«reivea
an honorable acquittai from tie· jury, how·
ever guilty he may be. It' h>* is
jail after preliminary examination, as he
ought to be when tt.vid« n«*e shows tht «

Ii.· Is guilty, to await his trial, the Bppll«
« itlon for continúan·'.s upon ihe ?

prisoners would not i··· as frequent This
matt.r of Improvtdentiy granting hell is
entirely in the banda of the courts ani
can I.? r.-< ted by them at any time.

It is generally the cea« now thai a
criminal can secure ball, whatever
m.?? be the magnitude of tan crime, if h«r
Is represented by a. good attorney and is
able to givi* a reasonably good bond.
Again, f think th«· ends of luetico are of¬
ten «i feated by th.* grunting of now trials
upon trivial technicalities, both by the
trial und appettata courts.

VERDICTS BET ASIDE
Tho rights and liberties of citizens ac¬

cused of crime, ar.· well protected by the
criminal laws of this State. I'mler our
humane und well-tjonaldered laure It is
almost Impossible for a mistake or an
Injustice to be don·· In our courts to one

prosecuted for a crime. With the Innu¬
merable safeguards that aro thrown
around criminals it Is crtalnly no c.isv
matter to convict one, if h«· has a law¬
yer who knows anything of criminal law.
After hi.-* rights have been protected by
an able lawyer of his own selection be¬
fore a fair and impartial Jury. If he H
convicted th«· verdict should stand. Hut
tb.-r·· are many judges who frequently
exercise their judicial prerogative and aet
verdicts anide for every coneeiv ihle rea¬
son. Too often a new trial is granted on
the ti. «rest technicality, when there can
bo no question about the guilt of the ac¬
cused. Practically, a new trial means
that the next jury will bring in a ver¬
dict of not guilty. Why hav·* so much
nonsense about it'.' Why not let the jury
try the case, and let Its verdict be linai,
or else put the entire matter In the hands
of the Judgu for such disposition as is
proper?

1 think the verdicts of Juries are gene¬
rally correct. Certainly there Is no uth.-r
known system that would do so well.
Their v»»rillcts are as often correct as the
decisions of the judges. After all a Ju«li;e
Is nothing more nor less than a Jury of
one, and when «luestlons of fact are to be
l.-cided, I think a Jury of twelve honeft
and intelligent men are more apt to reach
a corr»ct conclusion than anv Judge, how¬
ever learned and honest he may be.
When our criminals are tried promptly;

when our Judges disregard absurd and us··-
leua technicalities; when the verdicts of
Juries are permitted to stand, then, and
not till then, will the criminal laws of
Virginia be properlv enforced.
Town truly, W. O. BARDAWAT,

JOHN W- FtlELY, ESOy*
The RngcettlonsofUoe of the Revisers er

the Code of 1887.
To the Editor of the Dispatch:
In a paper read before the State Bar

Association at Its annual BBBBtSBg held in
July, 1892, on'"Criminal laws and Their
Administration," I rcfcrr«?d to thla sub¬
ject, an«l as I have since had no reason
to change the views then expressed. I do
not s.-e that I can better answer your let-
ter thnn by furnishing the following ex¬
tract from it:
"One of the main causes of dissatis¬

faction with criminal prosecutions is th«;
delay that usually attenda the trial for
serious offences.
"Continuances from term to term are

secured in one way or »another. The case
lingers; the persons Immediately Interest¬
ed In the prosecution and the witnesses
grow wary of It; all lose heart, and the
trial termlnatee In en acquittal or with
some light and insufficient punshmenL * *

THE VERDICTS OF JURIES.
"Criminals escape also through the In-

competency or dishonesty of Jurors the
»penalty Justly due their crimes or are
visited with punishment so slight as to
stamp the trial as a travesty upon jus¬
tice; but no Impression Is made upon the
general public until »jome crime, which has
excited Ita Interest goes unpunished and
It Is shock···! by the verdtat.
"When guilty men, through the verdict«

of Juries, escape punishment, irompUünt
Is loud that trial by Jury is a failure, and
the law Itself Is reproached. It comes,
too. from the Intelligent, the conservative
and law-abiding citisene, who are the best
qualified to perform the Important duties
of jurors, but who. ottener than other¬
wise, have secured for themselves exemp¬
tion from service on juries, or when called
upon to render Buch service, manifest
great repugnance to doing ao and offer
every possible excuse end Interpose any
obstacle to escape from it. · · »

"The public service renders proper some
exemption· from thla duty, but they
should be no more than are necessary
Pew persone am aware of the extent of
these exemptions unless they have taken
Uie pains to »»«»mine tato the auarjject. A
full page of the Code Is occupied In mere¬
ly enumerating by cianea« the persons ex¬
empted. · · ·

MOTION IK ARREST OF JUDGMENT.
"I have one other Biaasjwtlon to
------ an am «tanct-u-ami

put to ? protracted end egpenaive trini,
the entire work nur be undone by e mo¬
tion tn arreet of Judgment for a cause

existing when tb« trial began. Such re¬

sult, after all the trouble ami «sis-nee of
a trial. !s very naturally calculated to

Impress the unprofeselonal mind with an

unfavorable opinion of the law, and that
It Is Indeed a system of «.ulrks and t«*ch-
nlciiltles. I am unable to prrcelv«· any
reason why the knowledge of error

«h<»ul»l be withheld from the court unni
the trial I« ended, or why the accused
should not be required to make known It«
distene« In du« and reasonable time. The
fact that the practice has so long «-«(«ted
Is not a stilfliTent reason whvlt may n<»t
be amended and Improved. It ?« ?µ·1|.·\.-1
that »Iv inai-imi'tit by the legislature of
« statut»», that 'ito motion Pi arreet of
Judgment liliali b«· allow·! for a can««·

.listing before 'he verdict, uni· aa the
same affect« the Jurisdiction o the
c«nirt,' would promote tn.· efficiency nf
the criminal proce«lur« and at the «am··

time give the accused no Just ground of
complaint.

QOOD MEM i*'ii: ICHORS,
..n ?« believed that if th·· Judnae of the

ciinrts for ih·· trial of criminal offen» e*

will at ail tim··!« carefully «elect the p. r-

«one from whom juries ar.· to >»* Im¬
pani l«il and take none b it thon« who are

'qualified' In tbe full ng of that
word; that If gnu«! men. when «elected,
will consent to «erve or be r«-«inir···! to do
«o; that If the court« vi.I use all proper
effort to compel a 'prompt' tn»i of in··

car«·«; and that If the Legislature will en·
n<t a statut.· something like tha» Itili-
catad above, society will havi no occa¬
sion to eomplavtn mat gnttty men «scape
the penalty for th»ir crimes by the leu s

delay» or through th·· verdi» of Incompe-
lUbonest, or corrupt juror*, and

pi'ti'.shnient by lynch law will b«.· rarely
Inflicted."

Respectfully your«. .JOHN W RUBLT.
Halifax. October 1\ ls'.i.l.

ROBERT M. HUGHES, ESQ.-

Mlieonrrption «·. t<» T*chntc«ltit« s-Ill-

?·»1·? .Indue, -.fury ««rviee. F.t»·.

NORFOLK, va Octeher
t·· th·· Editor of th Dtopetghi
Prneemlng thnt your in-piii-y letntea

mainly t·» Virginia, I will conlin.· my r· ply
t our own Slat··.

I think too well of OUT Court of Apt* «la
to betteve thnl the] ? ? re of trlvtel
technicalities. The populgr mind is too
prone to denounce as a techi icallty the
application to a Special CO ··'

great legal principle to which any one
would al once lasenl when stated In th··

abstrae! ¡ rei when it« dlaregard
onerate« to give a new trie!, they Ignaro
the numerous ·¦·. In weich H arorea

advantageoualy and brand It as a techni¬
cality.RECENT CASES EXAMINED.
An examltiati· ? of the last volume of

otlb'tal reports shows that o; th.· criminal
?.? «fl tu k· n Up, nine were attimi·»-! and
seven were reversed. Of the rêveront« Uve
were because the evidence was Insuffi¬
cient one beceuse of erroneous instruc¬
tions, and .nu· (the Miller case) because
ii.·· prisoner was deprived ot his tight of
lurv trial I ttOUld not Cttll any cf tins,·
a technicality. Ot the affirmance* there
..«is scarcely «n Instance in which the
court did not over-nil« som- technicality.

? do not believe that there is great tar·
dim-ss in enforcing tbe lew. Rut the
the cause la rati t in th«· administration
than in tbe Ian Itself. Most <>f th·· coun¬
ties have hut two circuit term« a year,
lasting never mor·· ih «ti a fortnight This
»lo.·* nut Ki\- the necessary time t·» try
e.iS, S. wh.tler «·????!:.?1 or appellate, and
even those tried «re rushed from «tart to

I finish, thereby Increasing the ehnncea of
error. In addition, there ar·· two appeals

I in most criminal cases namely, Rrel to
th» Circuit Court and then t·· the Court of
Appeals,Recurring to flgur. t w« Und that In ^S
Va. nie· «rere affirmed and seven ra·
versed, In *7 Va. thr···· wer·· affirm···! and
igln reversed, and in ? Va. tea were

«ftirmed an ? eleven revemed.
THE REMEDY.

NttW what is th·· tetn. I·,
1 Th·· coming General Assembly ha.« It In
i's hauls. It, j.s an average, the circuit
|U Igea dedite right In l'-ss> than half the

-. the average of talent among th.tn
must be worse than mediocre. \v« un¬
doubtedly have many retry good nee, but
we must nu·, have s..m·· vty poor ones.
Hence th·· legislature should exercise spe¬
cial <ar»> In their selection. Since in·

prassari criminal cost« and delay« aro
matter« that affect tin» stat·· si large,
each legislator should be as careful in the

m of a distant Judge as of his local
Judge. JUDGES' BALARIE8.
As far as legislation la concerned, ihe

first needed la an Increase of judicial Bela¬
li as to widen the ran«·· ot selaac-

. the ?- -t material. Cheap law I«

the most costly commodity In the market.
\.? judge, who does h».i nil a record

rrom win save the Commonwealth
bia im reased aalary at a single term. Th·«
next legislation needed is to so increase
. .r rearrange the circuita as to maure al
least thr· ·· terme (if not four) In euch
county. Then « continuance would be for
« abort time. Non it la for six months.

. 'M·: APPEAL ENOUGH.
The nesl legtalataon aeedi H t.» give

bui one appeal In any one CUM, taking It
straight to th« Court of APPO«!« from th··

I court of original Jurisdiction, or perhaps,
making the circuit Court the court of last
i· sort In minor criminal cases.
The lav. in relation to the formation of

lurte« is a:*., responsible for much delay.
There are so many exemption« from Jury
s Tvlee, and so many things to disqualify
the few who are ·? .t exempt, that the
nier·» empannellng of ¦ jut»,· frequently
takes days Indeed, It Is hard to tuak·· ut»

; a jury even in dvil ·· ?

JURY SERVICE
¡ The obligation of jut y s··, vi··· ought to
be as rigidly .-nfor.I ns that of paying
taxes, and any exemption which makes

operate unequally la Impolitic.
In my judgment th« modification of the

criminal law In the above particulars
would mak»· it as rapid as the ends of Jus-
tics reijuire. for it must always be re¬
membered »hat fairness to the ?

frequently demands « little delay in order
t.» «How the excitement of the moment t »

Yours truly, ROBERT M. HUGUES.

R. E- BVRD, ESQ.

Nothing I« Trlval Where ?? ?·?G« Life or

Liberty is at st .««·. ··

To the Bettor of the Dlopatfh
I do not think that tho appelante courts

eenaintty, and eapectolty our own court
of Appeals, can be justly accused of de¬
feating juntJce bp ravening for tris...i
technicalities. Nothing Is trivial where
a man'« life or liberty is at stake, and
nothing Is less trHi.il thin the gretti
nrincionl that an «ccueed must l><- tried
in strict accordane»· with the laws |.,.vv
is a system of rules, and If these ridi s

could i>·· «-hang«··! at will to meet the «up-
posed «betraft itisele« of ea.h particular
case, Ibero «roula soon ?·«· n·» ruis and no
law. ? confesa ? see very iitti.. encune
f'.r a reversal The laws of criminal uro
cedure »r«· few, simple, and wetl-estab-
ltsli.il. and a competent prosecuting at¬
torney with an opllnailly-^i'ilpped trial
fudge ought to be «tate t·» kc.-p reversible
error out of th·· record.

THE COURTS TRUSTG
In an exiH-ilence of nln·· years .is prose¬

cuting attorn·; for Frederick county I
hav« never had g cas«· IWVenW 1 by our
t'ourt of ApneeIn nor failed to escure a
conviction save once liefor«· the trial court.
«'rime in my county Is. fortunately,

.are, but whenever mi offene« is «om-
mltted the punishment is «wlft, certain,
and Incoratile. In no cas« «lo our Juries
full to convict where th«-re Is sufficient.
evidence I think the law Is very well.
Most of Its rules are based upon the wis¬
dom ami experience of centurie«,

BOMB CHANGE· SUGGESTED
Some minor changes«, «men as allowing

an accused to «rnhre jury trial, and mal«
ing it obligatory upon the Court of Ap¬
peals to establish rules ragulrUag th- trini
of all apt»eals aa soon a.« p«isslble »fier
«minting the writ of error, would douot-
1-ss expedite Justice.

I think, also, that an attempt to c »m-
mit rape should In- made punishable with
death or Imprisonment, In the dtttcratton
of the Jury.

Yours truly. R. K. HVitl).
Winchester. Va,, October 17th.

BIG WMTH Patriotism.
A I.lght-.Velght Vigilant Man I'.«In« a

Ifruvt-W..|Eht Yalkyrl».
The living issue that led to bloodshed in

C.ty Hall Park earl? buuday morning was
the Vigilant-Valkyrie r«oe, «ay« tie New
York lierai«!
Thomas Lennon, who bad fastened hi«

hopes upon the Vigilant from tbe first, and
who would have staked his sock» upon her
had he had any. bad slept soundly on one
of the benches from the time the ponce-
man made hi« lut round until John A.
Lutkins, who had been equally aure that
the Valkyrie would win and therefor« had
been unable to go to aleep again «s be sat
in the next seat on tbe bench thinking
about tl.e oontest. roused htm withe nndge
and said :

" bay, the Vigilant bad uo right
to race the Valkyrie, anyhow. She i« not
a yacht. She'« only « counterfeit."
"I know ell a»»mt that." drowsily re¬

plied the weary Lennon. "She couldn't
bsssMSi,
Lutkina aeratched hia heed for e mo¬

ment and then rejoined :
" Well, the Valkyrie would hev« got

there «nyhow if Lord Dunrnven had only
paid hut men so a« to keep 'em good
netored «nd re»dy to do their beet."
"Why. how's that:·"' «aid Lennon, dis-

playing more interest then before. "I
don't believe it"
" Weil, be eoaldn't pey 'em became be

didn't haw» a centre-board. · «aid Lennon.
Thia wa« too mnob.
Lennon wa« awake in e minets end

punched Lutkina in tho Jaw. although be
.tanda mor« then els feel in hie stooktnga.
Lukina knocked Lennon down at onee.

and in an instant the crowd of tatterder-
maf-ona who were deems« is the nark
left their benchea end formad s ring «boot
tbe tighten. Lennon puled bu ISO
pneede «p from the efckwalk end tent
Lutkina »prawliog with essence «rell-dt-
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